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Suggestions for Color Effects 


mn 


TERRA COTTA 


HE color scheme shown on this chart is as a whole always comple- 

mentary, with the colors showing through the openings dominating 
the effect. There are six colors on the dial. Turn the dial for different 
combinations. These illustrate certain principles of successful coloration 
more or less common to every problem of design. 


There are no invariable rules which limit, much less prohibit, the use 
of color in architecture, but there are principles which should govern the 
amount and quality of color used in any specific application. 


So long as the distribution of color does not impair the sense of structural 
function in features which should properly express this, color may be 
freely used. It is often the final touch necessary to give form its fullest 
significance and when not found appropriate to a structural member may 
be used as a foil in related features not structural, developing the desired 
emphasis by contrast of treatment. 


Terra Cotta is the medium which excels all others for achieving those 
color effects which are appropriate to architecture and which must 
endure so long as the structure may last. A few helpful suggestions in 
the choice of colors are given on the back of this folder. 


NATIONAL TERRA COTTA SOCIETY 


19 WEST 44TH STREET New York, N. Y. 














The Successful Choice of Color 


A Few Important Principles 


N ACTUAL application it will be found that, generally, warm colors 
advance while cool colors recede. This is important to bear in mind 
where color is used in connection with shadow or to accentuate the 
apparent projection of relief and depth of background recesses. Emphasis 
in this respect is chiefly a matter of value (lightness or darkness of color) 
but the character of color as “warm” or “cool” may enhance this. 


In handling the relation of color areas to each other, the larger areas 
should be duller or less intense than the smaller. This is very necessary 
where these are designed to appear in the same surface plane. 


Colors have generally accepted implications, which in architecture, arise 
also from their association with materials commonly fulfilling certain 
functions. Weight, strength and mass are suggested by the duller or 
“srayed” varieties. This is especially true of the cooler colors. Lightness, 
decorative abandon and grace may be accentuated by use of the brighter 
and more luminous colors. 


Dull, cool colors therefore may be employed effectively for the base and 
lower part of a building and the more intense, warmer and luminous 
colors used in treatment of the upper levels and their decorative detail. 


The use of complementary colors is an important aid to securing 
emphasis in decorative features and achieving a balanced color effect. 
Juxtaposition of the complements will tend to increase the apparent 
intensity of each, producing a richer and more interesting effect. 
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